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Eric Schadt, Ph.D. 
Executive Scientific Director, Genetics 

 

 
 
Dr. Schadt joined Rosetta in November 1999 where he founded bioinformatics and computational 
genomics groups to mine large scale sets of data aimed at experimentally annotating the human 
genome.  After Rosetta was acquired by Merck, Dr. Schadt formed a genetics department within the 
Molecular Profiling Department at Merck, in which the primary mission is elucidating common human 
diseases and drug response using novel integrative genomics approaches based on genetic and 
molecular profiling data.  His research has helped revolutionize a field in statistical genetics – the 
genetics of gene expression – and has led to a number of discoveries relating to the causes of 
common human diseases.  Dr. Schadt also holds an affiliate professor position in the Department of 
Biostatistics at the University of Washington in Seattle.  Prior to joining Rosetta/Merck, Dr. Schadt was 
a Senior Research Scientist at Roche Bioscience. He received his B.S. in applied 
mathematics/computer science from California Polytechnic State University, his M.A. in pure 
mathematics from UCD, and his Ph.D. in bio-mathematics from UCLA (requiring Ph.D. candidacy in 
molecular biology and mathematics). 
 
Rosetta Inpharmatics LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Merck & Co. Inc., develops and implements 
technologies that will improve drug discovery. The company's leading-edge genomic research and data 
analysis efforts focus on how medical compounds affect biology, enabling more accurate selection of 
drug targets and more efficient drug development.  

Rosetta Inpharmatics was founded in 1996 to design and implement DNA microarray gene expression 
technologies. The company was established with the goal to overcome the problems limiting the 
discovery and effective development of pharmaceutical and agricultural products. The founders 
include: Stephen H. Friend, M.D., Ph.D., the company's president; Leland Hartwell, Ph.D., and Leroy 
Hood, M.D., Ph.D. Rosetta Inpharmatics' technology and patent portfolio were enhanced by its 
purchase of Acacia Biosciences, Inc. in February 1999, a company founded by Jasper Rine, Ph.D. 
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Mitchell Reff, Ph.D. 
Vice President, Discovery Oncology 

 

 
 

 

Dr. Reff received a Bachelors of Science Degree from Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 
Chemistry in 1973 and a Ph.D. in Medical Microbiology from Stanford Medical School in 1976.  
Following a postdoctoral fellowship at Harvard Medical School, Dr. Reff was a senior fellow at the 
National Cancer Institute.  Dr. Reff moved to Smithkline Laboratories in 1982 where he became an 
assistant director in the gene expression sciences department.  In 1990 Dr. Reff moved to IDEC 
Pharmaceuticals, which merged in 2003 with Biogen to form Biogen Idec.  Dr Reff is currently the Vice 
President of Discovery Oncology.  Dr Reff was the project leader of rituximab monoclonal antibody 
from 1991 until clinical trials in 1995.  This antibody to CD20, approved in 1997, was the first 
monoclonal antibody to be approved for the treatment of cancer.  Dr Reff was the project leader of a 
monoclonal antibody to CD23, the low affinity IgE receptor, from 1995 to 2000.  This antibody is in 
registration trials for CLL.  Dr Reff was the project leader in target discovery of novel antigens in solid 
tumors for therapeutic monoclonal antibodies from 2000 to 2004.  Research interests include cellular 
and protein engineering, as well as oncology discovery programs involving both small molecules and 
recombinant proteins. 
 
Biogen Idec creates new standards of care in therapeutic areas with high unmet medical needs. 
Founded in 1978, Biogen Idec is a global leader in the discovery, development, manufacturing, and 
commercialization of innovative therapies. Patients in more than 90 countries benefit from Biogen 
Idec's significant products that address diseases such as lymphoma, multiple sclerosis, and rheumatoid 
arthritis. In 2007, Biogen Idec’s total revenues grew 18 percent over 2006 to almost $3.2 billion. 
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Maggie Cervin, Ph.D. 
Staff Scientist, Protein Expression and Molecular Discovery 

 

 
 
 
Dr. Cervin obtained her Ph.D. at the University of Calgary and then did two post-doctoral fellowships, at 
the University of Washington, Seattle, and the University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC.  She 
joined Genencor in 2000 as a Molecular Biologist in the Pathway Engineering Group. She has worked 
on several projects including the production of 1,3-propanediol in E. coli (with DuPont), and engineering 
of several Industrial enzymes.  Currently she is a Staff Scientist in the Expression/Molecular Biology 
Group and is working on the recently announced BioIsoprene Project (with Goodyear Tire and Rubber). 
 
A Danisco Division, Genencor is one of the largest developers and manufacturers of industrial 
enzymes and one of the largest biotechnology companies in the world.  Genencor discovers, develops, 
manufactures, and delivers eco-friendly, efficient enzyme product solutions for the agri processing, 
cleaning and textiles, food and feed, consumer, and industrial markets. We also develop innovative 
advancements for the biofuels, biodefense, and biosafety industries.  We are a recognized leader in 
protein and pathway engineering.  As a Catalyst of the Biobased EconomySM Genencor is committed 
to contributing to a sustainable industrial system that relies on renewable resources to produce 
effective, environmentally friendly products. Our focus on Research and Development and 
sustainability is driving the application of biotechnology into new areas. 
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